
Please tell us why your club should be selected as a Goals 
for Grassroots recipient.:  
 
Woden-Weston FC is the exemplar of what a local NPL club 
should be.  
 
We were formed two years ago as the NPL and WPL 
representative of two grassroots clubs (Weston-Molonglo and 
Woden Valley), whose combined junior base is the largest in 
Canberra. Our focus is on creating a community-based high 
performance pathway for kids in western Canberra. We are run by 
volunteers and are focused on providing the best possible 
development opportunities for the players. We value social 
inclusion, and ensure that our participation costs for players are 
as low as they can be. 
 
We give back to our community clubs, regularly using our 
qualified NPL coaches and players to run clinics for kids in the 
grassroots clubs. We also have a defined pathway for kids to 
move to and from the community clubs, giving them many 
opportunities to be involved in the NPL and WPL setup throughout 
their development. 
 
Despite only existing for two years, we have already built great 
partnerships across the Canberra community. This includes an 
innovative internship program for sport and exercise science 
students at the University of Canberra, who assist the Club's 
Technical Director to implement our development plan and are 
involved in a range of activities around the Club. We also have a 
range of partnerships with local businesses and organisations.  
 
From the beginning, we have established a positive and friendly 
atmosphere with a committed group of parents, players, coaches 
and administrators. 
 
Club Highlights:  
 
Both of our community clubs have a long history of producing top 
quality players in Canberra. The likes of Socceroos and Matildas 
players Tom Rogic, Jason Geria and Ellie Brush have all spent 
time at the Clubs, and current Lithuanian youth international 
goalkeeper Evan Alexandrow-Ridley is another alum! We currently 
have some for the future at the Club too - the Capital Football May 
player of the month this year was Georgia Boric, our young WPL 
goalkeeper who has already acted as reserve keeper for 
Canberra United in the W-League and is on track for another 
national appearance at the end of this season. 
 
We are also known around Canberra as the Wanderers, as we've 



taken on the red and black hoops (black from Weston and red 
from Woden) which also fit with the Western Sydney Wanderers, 
our closest A-League side. Much like the WSW, we are the pride 
of the West! 
 
Our current club committee comes from all walks of life - it 
includes ex-army officers, public servants and a committee 
member currently performing duties remotely from posting in 
India. 
 
Please indicate how your club would spend any funds 
received from Hyundai Goals for Grassroots:  
 
The Club and its grassroots community clubs now have so many 
players that we are struggling for facilities in West Canberra. The 
$10,000 would contribute to some critical field upgrades that we 
are working towards with the ACT Government such as change-
rooms, stands and storage. This would enable all of our men's 
and women's teams to train and play together at NPL-quality 
grounds, and free up more space for the thousands of players at 
our grassroots clubs on the community ovals.	


